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Applications for membership
Applications for membership in the Association must
have been received by the Membership Committee
Chairman no later than October 1, 2000. Applications
received after that date will be deferred automatically
for consideration until the 2002 meeting.
Applicants must be sponsored by three Active or
Senior Members of the Association who are not mem-
bers of the Membership Committee. Members should
write the Chairman of the Membership Committee
requesting that an application form be sent to the can-
didate. Requests may be sent to:
Chairman, Membership Committee
American Association for Thoracic Surgery 
Thirteen Elm Street 
Manchester, MA 01944
(978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-4018; 
e-mail: aats@prri.com
Tirone E. David, MD, Secretary
THE WESTERN THORACIC SURGICAL ASSOCIATION
Announcement of 2000 Annual Meeting
The Twenty-sixth Annual Meeting of The WesternThoracic Surgical Association will be held June 21-
24, 2000, at The Orchid at Mauna Lani, Island of
Hawaii. The scientific sessions are open to all duly
qualified physicians. Participation in other Association
activities for members, invited guests, and program
participants will require payment of a social registra-
tion fee. Nonmember physicians will be required to pay
a scientific registration fee of $200 in addition to the
social registration fee.
Requests for meeting information
Meeting preregistration and hotel registration forms
are available from:
The Western Thoracic Surgical Association
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944
(978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-7521
Material for the program
Scientific papers will be considered from members
and nonmembers. Member sponsorship is not necessary.
Abstracts of proposed papers must have been received
by the Program Chairman on or before January 12, 2000,
and must have been accompanied by a Transmittal of
Abstract Form.
All abstracts submitted must be in the structured
format as required by The Journal of Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery. The structured abstract is to
contain the following major headings: Objective(s),
Methods, Results, and Conclusions, and should clear-
ly reflect the content of the completed paper. No ref-
erence should be made on the abstract to the names or
institutions of the authors. Abstracts must represent
unpublished work not previously presented at a major
scientific meeting. Unless specified otherwise, the
first named author will receive correspondence, give a
ten-minute presentation of the paper, and close the
discussion. Instructions and Abstract Transmittal
Forms are available from:
Chairman, Program Committee
The Western Thoracic Surgical Association
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944
(978) 526-8330
Successful essayists must deliver the complete manu-
script at the time of presentation. The manuscript must be
in a form acceptable to The Journal of Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery and must not exceed 3000 words
without illustrations. The essay length must be reduced
appropriately when figures or tables are included.
Samson Resident Prize Essay
The Association offers a prize for the best manuscript
on a topic of interest to thoracic surgeons in honor of Paul
C. Samson, MD. Candidates for the prize must be in a
training program in the United States or Canada. The one
essayist whose abstract, manuscript, and presentation are
judged most outstanding will receive a $2000 cash award
following the presentation of all papers in Hawaii. The
conditions for abstract submission, presentation, and
publication as described above will apply. In addition, the
Samson Resident Prize Essay box in the lower left hand
corner of the form should be checked. A covering letter
from the Chief of Service of the training program indi-
cating the individual’s year of training and the proportion
of the work performed by the resident must be submitted.
The authors of the abstracts chosen for the program will
make up the finalists and were notified by February 11,
2000, that they must submit six completed manuscripts
for review by the Prize Essay Committee. The Prize Essay
committee will make its selection following the presenta-
tion of all papers.
Application for membership
Applications for membership in the Association must
have been received by the Membership Committee
Chairman no later than March 1, 2000, to be considered
at the following annual meeting. Applicants must be
sponsored by three members of the Association who are
not members of the Membership Committee. Application
forms will be issued only to sponsoring members.
Address correspondence to:
Chairman, Membership Committee
The Western Thoracic Surgical Association
Thirteen Elm Street
Manchester, Massachusetts 01944
(978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-4018
Vaughn A. Starnes, MD, Secretary
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PROGRAM FOR 2000 ANNUAL MEETING
26th Annual Meeting
June 21-24, 2000
The Orchid at Mauna Lani, The Big Island, Hawaii
Preliminary Program
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 2000
3:00 PM Registration Opens
6:30 PM New Members Reception 
THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2000
6:00 AM Samson Fun Run‡
7:00 AM Registration
Continental Breakfast—Exhibit Hall
8:00 AM Introduction of New Members and Resident Essay Finalists
8:10 AM SCIENTIFIC SESSION
Moderators: Bradley J. Harlan, MD
Vaughn A. Starnes, MD
1. A Cost Comparison of Coronary Angioplasty With Stent Placement and Off-Pump
Coronary Artery Bypass (OPCAB) Surgery
J. W. Randolph Bolton, MD,* and Scott W. Burk, PhD,* Scott and White Clinic, Temple, Tex.
†2. Pulmonary Resection for Multi-Drug Resistant Tuberculosis
Benjamin Pomerantz, MD,* Joseph C. Cleveland, Jr, MD,*  Heather K. Olson, RN, BSN,* and
Marvin Pomerantz, MD, University of Colorado Sciences Center, Denver, Colo.
*By Invitation
†Samson Resident Prize Essay
‡Separate Subscription Required
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3. Valve-Sparing Aortic Replacement: Can It Be Combined With Leaflet Reconstruction?
Frank Langer, MD,* Thomas Graeber, MD,* Nikolaous Nikoloudakis, MD,* Diana Aicher,
MD,* Olaf Wendler, MD,* and H. J. Schafers, MD,* University Hospital, Homburg/Saar,
Germany.
4. Neonatal Repair of Truncus Arteriosus: Continuing Improvement in Outcomes
Lenardo D. Thompson, MD,* Doff B. McElhinney, MD,*  Vadiyala M. Reddy, MD,
Eric Ortiz, BS,* Norman M. Silverman, MD,* and Frank L. Hanley, MD,* University of
California–San Francisco, San Francisco, Calif.
9:30 AM PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
Statewide Reporting of Coronary Artery Surgery Results: A View From California
Bradley J. Harlan, MD, Sacramento, Calif.
10:20 AM Coffee Break—Visit Exhibits
10:50 AM SCIENTIFIC SESSION
Moderators: Douglas E. Wood, MD
Robbin G. Cohen, MD
5. Worldwide Experience With the AB-180 Implantable Ventricular Assist Device
Andrew H. Goldstein, MD,* Martin Sussman, MD,* Gary Szedlowski, MD,* 
and Stephen Westaby, MD,* The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio.
6. Thymectomy in the Treatment of Ocular Myasthenia Gravis
Peter F. Roberts, MD,* Federico Venuta, MD,* Erino Angelo Rendina, MD,* Tiziano
DeGiocomo, MD,* David M. Follette, MD, David P. Richman, MD,* and John R. Benfield, MD,
UC Davis Medical Center, Sacramento, Calif, and University of Rome–La Sapienza, Rome,
Italy.
†7. The Edge-to-Edge Technique: A Simple Solution for Compex Problems
Ottavio Alfieri, MD,* Francesco Maisano, MD,* Michele Oppizzi, MD,* and Giovanni La
Canna, MD,* Cardiochirurgia—Ospedale S. Raffaele, Milano, Italy.
AFTERNOON—Golf/Tennis Tournaments
EVENING—Free
FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 2000
6:30 AM SIMULTANEOUS BREAKFAST SESSIONS‡
A) How I Do It: Off-Pump Coronary Artery Bypass
Vaughn A. Starnes, MD, and Robbin G. Cohen, MD
B) Minimally Invasive/Maximally Invasive Operations for Lung Cancer
Douglas E. Wood, MD, and Robert J. McKenna, Jr, MD
7:00 AM Continental Breakfast—Exhibit Hall
8:00 AM POSTGRADUATE COURSE
Current Status of Therapy for Thoracic Aneurysms
Denton A. Cooley, MD, Houston, Texas
Sponsored by: White Memorial Medical Center and Foundation—Lyman A. Brewer, III Fund
*By Invitation
†Samson Resident Prize Essay
‡Separate Subscription Required
8:50 AM SCIENTIFIC SESSION
Moderators: Steven R. Gundry, MD
David M. Follette, MD
†8. Neurological Outcome After Aorta/Arch Surgery: Impact of Brain Protection Technique 
in High-Risk Patients
Christian M. Hagl, MD,* M. Arisan Ergin, MD,* Jan D. Galla, MD,* Jock N. McCullough,
MD,* Steven L. Lansman, MD,* David Spielvogel, MD,* Pierre Sfeir, MD,* Carol Bodian,
MD,* and Randall B. Griepp, MD, Mount Sinai Medical Center, New York, NY.
9. Closure of Atrial Septal Defects Without Cardiopulmonary Bypass: The Sandwich
Operation
Wiwat Warinsirijul, MD,* Surapot Sangchote, MD,* Pirapat Mokarapong, MD,* Sant
Chaiyodsilp, MD,* and Supreecha Tanamai, MD,* Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases,
Bangkok, Thailand.
10. In Vitro Testing of Bronchoscopically Delivered Lung Volume Reduction (LVR): Towards
Outpatient LVR
Walter Ehrman, MD,* Steven R. Gundry, MD, Miki Asano, MD,* and Kirby S. Black, PhD,*
Loma Linda University, Loma Linda, Calif.
11. A Prospective, Randomized Controlled Trial to Evaluate the Effect of Thoracic Duct
Resection During Esophagectomy
Sudish C. Murthy, MD, PhD,* Simon Y. K. Law, MB,* Brian P. Wholley, MD,* Andreas
Alexandrou, MD,* and John Wong, PhD,* University of Hong Kong Medical Center,
Hong Kong, China.
†12. A Prospective, Randomized Multi-Centre Endoscopic vs Conventional Harvesting 
of Saphenous Vein in Coronary Artery Bypass Surgery
Bob B. Kiali, MD,* Byung C. Moon, MD,* Yves Langlois, MD,* David R. Massel, MD,* 
Craig R. Howard, MD,* Lin R. Guo, MD,* Thomas W. Austin, MD,* and C. Guiraudon, MD,*
London, Ontario, Canada.
10:30 AM Coffee Break—Visit Exhibits
11:00 AM SCIENTIFIC SESSION
13. Improved Survival After Stentless Aortic Valve Replacement Is not Due Only to Patient
Selection
Terrence Yau, MD, MS,* Joan Ivanov, RN, MSc,* and Tirone E. David, MD,* Toronto General
Hospital, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
Controversies in Thoracic Surgery: Does Induction Therapy Improve Survival in Early
Stage Lung Cancer?
Moderator: John R. Benfield, MD
Pro: Eric Vallieres, MD
Con: James B. Mark, MD
14. Risk Factors for Early Hospital Readmission After Cardiac Procedures
Victor A. Ferraris, MD, PhD,* Suellen P. Ferraris, PhD,* R. Christopher Harmon, MD,* 
and Boyd D. Evans, Jr, MD,* Marshall University School of Medicine, Huntington, WVa.
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*By Invitation
†Samson Resident Prize Essay
15. Heart Transplantation in Patients 70 Years of Age and Older: A Comparative Analysis 
of Outcomes
Carlos Blanche, MD,* Brenda Kearney, RN,* Meenu Sandhu, MS,* Lawrence S. C. Czer, MD,*
Ann Hickey, MD,* Dominique Blanche, ScB,* and Alfredo Trento, MD, Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center, Los Angeles, Calif.
7:00 PM Theme Dinner
SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 2000
6:30 AM Continental Breakfast—Exhibit Hall
7:00 AM Economic-Political Update for the Year 2000 and Beyond
Jack M. Matloff, MD
Moderator: Richard P. Anderson, MD
7:45 AM SCIENTIFIC SESSION
Moderators: Steven W. Guyton, MD
Vaughn A. Starnes, MD
16. Esophageal Cancer: Staging and Downstaging Make the Difference
Thomas W. Rice, MD,* David J. Adelstein, MD,* Malcolm M. DeCamp, Jr, MD,* Sudish
Murthy, MD,* Lisa A. Rybicki, MS,* and Eugene H. Blackstone, MD,* The Cleveland Clinic
Foundation, Cleveland, Ohio.
†17. Intracoronary E- and L-Selectin Blockade Attenuates Myocardial Neutrophil Inflitration
in Ischemia-Reperfusion Injury
Yvonne M. Carter, MD,* Robert Thomas, BS,* Robert Bargatze, PhD,* Mark Jutila, PhD,*
Charles Murry, MD, PhD,* and Margaret D. Allen, MD, University of Washington, Seattle,
Wash.
18. The Role of Prosthetic Valve Design on Intermediate Survival Following Aortic Valve
Surgery
Dario F. Del Rizzo, MD, PhD,* W. R. Eric Jamieson, MD,* Ahmed Abdoh, PhD,* Paul Cartier,
MD,* Donald D. Doty, MD,* and Stephen Westaby, MD,* University of Manitoba, Winnipeg,
Canada.
19. Resection for Bronchogenic Carcinoma Involving the Carina: Long-Term Results and
Effect of Nodal Status on Outcome
John D. Mitchell, MD,* Douglas J. Mathisen, MD,* Cameron D. Wright, MD,* John C. Wain,
MD,* Dean M. Donahue, MD,* James S. Allen, MD,* Ashby C. Moncure, MD,* and 
Hermes C. Grillo, MD,* Naval Medical Center–San Diego, San Diego, Calif.
20. The Superiority of Continuous Over Intermittent Cardioplegia Infusions in Neonatal
Myocardial Protection
Bradley S. Allen, MD,* Michael Kronon, MD,* Shaikh Rahman, MD,* Kate Tubeszewski, RN,*
Mary Jane Barth, MD,* and Michel N. Ilbawi, MD,* Hope Children’s Hospital/CHMC,
Oak Lawn, Ill.
21. Fast Tracking Pulmonary Resection
Robert J. Cerfolio, MD,* and Alan Pickens, MD,* University of Alabama/Birmingham,
Birmingham, Ala. 
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THE AMERICAN BOARD OF THORACIC SURGERY
Notices
The Part I (written) examination will be held at theHotel Sofitel, 5550 North River Road, Rosemont,
Illinois 60018-5194, on November 19, 2000. The clos-
ing date for registration is August 1, 2000. Those wish-
ing to be considered for examination must request an
application since it is not automatically sent.
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examination, a
candidate must have successfully completed the Part I
(written) examination.
A candidate applying for admission to the certifying
examination must fulfill all the requirements of the
Board in force at the time the application is received.
Please address all communications to the American
Board of Thoracic Surgery, One Rotary Center, Suite
803, Evanston, Illinois 60201 (telephone: 847-475-
1520).
†22. Arginine Polymers Inhibit Vein Graft Atherosclerosis
Murray H. Kown, MD,* Atsushi Yamaguchi, MD,* Christina L. Jahncke,* Douglas Miniati,
MD,* Jonathan B. Rothbard, PhD,* and Robert C. Robbins, MD, Stanford University,
Stanford, Calif.
10:05 AM Coffee Break—Visit Exhibits
10:30 AM SCIENTIFIC SESSION
23. Single Versus Bilateral Lung Transplantation for End-Stage Emphysema: Influence 
of Recipient Age on Morbidity and Mortality
Dan M. Meyer, MD,* Leah E. Bennett, PhD,* Richard J. Novick, MD,* and Jeffrey D.
Hosenpud, MD,* U.T. Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas, Dallas, Tex.
†24. Hemodynamic Properties of S-Nitrosocysteine: An Intravenous Form of Nitric Oxide
David C. Stuesse, MD,* Angelo A. Vlessis, MD, PhD,* Albert Starr, MD,* and George Guiard,
MD,* Oregon Health Sciences University/Surgery, Portland, Ore.
11:10 AM C. Walton Lillehei Point-Counterpoint Session
The Best Way To Do Myocardial Revascularization Is Off-Pump
Moderator: David M. Follette, MD
Protagonist: Steven R. Gundry, MD
Antagonist: Daniel J. Ullyot, MD
12:00 PM ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING (Members Only)
12:45 PM Adjourn
1:00 PM Luncheon
7:00 PM PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION AND BANQUET
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